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Abstract

This prospective study is a follow-up on alumni of Youth Protection Authority of the Ministry of
Welfare and Social Services out-of-home placements. Integration of data from the Ministry of
Welfare and socio-economic and demographic data from existing files in the CBS allows us to
examine characteristics of these young people after they leave the out-of-home care and enter in
their young adulthood.

Research goals: The major goal is to examine if out-of-home placement of children and
adolescents treated by the Youth Protection Authority improves and raises their chances to better
future outcomes. From this goal, the following research questions are derived: (1) What are the
differences between adolescents in Youth Protection Authority placement and other adolescents
of the whole population or with similar background characteristics in their young adulthood
outcomes; (2) Is there variance among youth from Youth Protection Authority in terms of success
in their young adulthood; (3) If there is, what are the factors affecting and predicting the variance in
employment and criminality characteristics among Youth Protection Authority graduates.
Population: 499 youth born in 1983 who were treated by the Youth Protection Authority of the
Ministry of Welfare in years 1996-2001.

Methods: In order to create two comparison groups, we used the 1983 birth cohort of the
Population Register, after deduction of the youth who were in any placement of the Ministry of
Welfare and Social Services: (a) Population Register comparison group- this population was
taken without any matching to the study population. (b) Comparison group with the Propensity
Score Match method (PSM)-constitutes the main comparison group to the study population. This
comparison group was built by logistic regressions so that it will have the same background
characteristics than the study population. Different statistical tests were performed to examine
the differences between the study population and the comparison groups, before and after the
matching.

Results: Alumni of Youth Protection care are in a worse state than their counterparts (comparison
populations); we found more school dropout, less graduation of 12 years of schooling, low
percents of passing matriculation tests and less continuation to higher education. As young adults,
alumni males of Youth Protection care are more in the labor force market than the control group
but at age 25 their employment is less stable and they do not work over time and earn lower
wages. Lower percentages of male alumni are married at the age of 25 compared with the control
group. Female graduates of Youth Protection care- are twice as likely as the control group to have
one child at age of 25. More than a third of the female graduates had undergone at least one
abortion.

Among Youth Protection Authority graduates we found a variance in terms of success in their
young adulthood. It was found that a parent's conviction during the study period reduces the

chances of the males to abstain from a criminal career by about 70%. Completing 12 years of



schooling increases the likelihood of males to abstain from criminal career by 4.4 and additional
year in care increases their chances to abstain from criminal career by 36%. ldentical predictive
variables were found in the regression model predicting stable employment. We found that each
additional year of staying in Youth Protection care adds 36% chance of a stable employment for
males. Completing 12 years of education increases male's stable employment by 2.2 times.
Parental conviction lowers male's probability for stable employment by 58%.

Conclusions: The great challenge for Youth Protection Services is holding these youth in care as
long as possible. Holding them in the system will probably reduce the disparities between the
study population and a population with similar socio - economic characteristics. It is also important
to invest in their education and to provide after-care services. This after care services will help
them to completing high education and provide them the emotional support they need in order to
be absorbed in the normative society. The system must also invest in interventions related to
parental knowledge, skills and awareness rather than just prevent recidivism. Some interventions
such as those related to emotional/ behavioral regulation can promote two goals: preventing the
return to crime and providing better parental skills.

Key words: Youth Protection Authority. Out-of-home placements, the method of propensity score
match (PSM), a prospective follow-up study
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